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Media Advisory 


Wednesday, May 5, 2004 


Pioneer of Interactive Media and Art to Give Free Talk on Role 


Who: 


What: 


When: 
Where: 


Why: 


of New Media and Museums 


Internationally Known Expert to Discuss, Demonstrate and Challenge 


Roy Ascott, Pioneer of interactive computer art, educator, artist and 
theoretician from England. 

Since the 1960s Ascott has been a pioneer of interactive computer art. A 
decade before the first personal computer, he saw that interactivity in 
computer-based forms of expression would be an emerging issue in the arts. 
He built a theoretical framework for approaching interactive artworks, which 
brought together certain characteristics of the avant-garde (Dada, Surrealism, 
Fluxus, Happenings and Pop Art), with the science of cybernetics. A pioneer 
of cybernetics and telematics in art. 

He is the founding director of the Planetary Collegium, an international 
research community that seeks the integration of art, science, technology and 
consciousness research within a post-biological culture. It is a community of 
high level professionals committed, through collaboration and shared 
discourse, to push the boundaries of their art. 

Ascott has shown at the Venice Biennale, Electra Paris, Ars Electronica Linz, 
V2 Holland, Milan Triennale, Biennale do Mercosul, Brazil, European Media 
Festival and gr2000az at Graz, Austria. He has been the dean of San Francisco 
Art Institute, California, professor for Communications Theory 1n Vienna and 
principal of Ontario College of Art, Toronto. He advises media organizations 
in Brazil, Japan, Korea, Europe and North America. 

Publications include: Art & Telematics: Toward the Construction of New 
Aesthetics, NTT, Tokyo, 1998; Reframing Consciousness (1999) and Art 
Technology Consciousness (2000), Intellect Books UK. He is an adjunct 
professor in the School of the Arts UCLA. 


A free lecture on the Reviewing the New/Renewing the View: New Media and the 
Museum. 


Fri., May 14 at 7 p.m. in the Lecture Hall. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH 
This lecture is part of a series supported by an SBC Execelerator grant from SBC 


Foundation, designed for non-profit organizations in their efforts to digitally 
connect communities. 
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